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Child care is not funded as a public 
good, like K-12 schools.

Most NH households with kids    
under 5 use child care (71%).

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Household Pulse Survey, 
Weeks 53-57; Child Care Aware of America, 2024

Most families pay out of pocket.

Families 
pay the 
price of 

care
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Although families pay so much...

Intensive staffing needs mean 
tuition is spread across multiple 

workers.

In 2023, the median annual salary 
for a NH child care worker was 

$32,490.

Providers 
earn too 

little.

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational 
Employment & Wages, May 2023







“I think that teachers and childcare providers 
are significantly underpaid. It's ridiculous to me 
that people get paid like $14 an hour to shape 
little minds. It's such an important job. 

[But] like I said…where are you going to take the 
costs from? Are you going to put the burden on 
the parents? Parents are trying to just make 
ends meet as it is.”

NH Child Care Provider 
Interview with Carsey School of Public Policy

December  2022
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Change in NH Licensed Child Care Providers 
Serving Children Under Age 5, 2017 to 2024

Percent Change

Number of providers 13.1
Licensed capacity 5.6

Number of center-based providers* 7.1
Number of home-based providers* 34.4

* NOTE: Revised for clarity from original presentation
Source: Carsey School of Public Policy analysis of data from New Hampshire 
Department of Health and Human Services Child Care Licensing Unit; 2017 and 2024



2017 Licensed Child Care Providers by Licensed Capacity , 
By Whether Provider Was Closed (left) or Still Operating 
(right) by 2024

Source: Carsey School of Public Policy analysis of data from New Hampshire Department of 
Health and Human Services Child Care Licensing Unit; 2017 and 2024

What happened to 
providers open in 2017?

Three-in-five stayed 
open.

But the two-fifths that 
closed were more often 
small providers.



The closure of small providers means that 
available slots didn’t shrink as fast as the 

provider count did.

But for families, this means choices are 
fewer, and distances between options 

are longer.



Between 2017 and 2024…

Slots increased by… 5.6%

Meanwhile, the 
number of zip 
codes with ANY 
slots dropped by… 4.9%

Note: Among providers serving children under age 5.
Source: Analysis of data from New Hampshire 
Department of Health and Human Services Child Care 
Licensing Unit; 2017 and 2024
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www.nhece.org

Repository of NH ECE data
Building a centralized location 
for easy data access

Research publications
• Granite Guide to Early 

Childhood
• Additional pubs from 

Carsey and other NH ECE 
partners

• Opportunities to 
collaborate

Stakeholder connections
Bringing researchers into the 
fold to contribute and shape 
ECE agenda

Building and harnessing 
statewide research capacity
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https://nhfpi.org/resource/the-state-of-child-care-in-new-hampshire-end-of-one-time-federal-investments-may-reduce-industry-stability/
https://nhfpi.org/resource/the-state-of-child-care-in-new-hampshire-end-of-one-time-federal-investments-may-reduce-industry-stability/
https://nhfpi.org/blog/child-care-scholarship-usage-increased-over-21-percent-in-first-half-of-2024/
https://nhfpi.org/blog/child-care-scholarship-usage-increased-over-21-percent-in-first-half-of-2024/
https://nhfpi.org/resource/high-prices-and-low-availability-of-child-care-in-new-hampshire-challenges-continue-in-2024/
https://nhfpi.org/resource/high-prices-and-low-availability-of-child-care-in-new-hampshire-challenges-continue-in-2024/
https://nhfpi.org/topic/economy/
https://nhfpi.org/topic/education/


• NH ECE Research Consortium: www.nhece.org 

• New Primer Series Overview: Granite Guide to Early Childhood: Introduction to New 
Hampshire’s Child Care Sector 

https://carsey.unh.edu/publication/granite-guide-early-childhood-introduction-new-
hampshires-child-care-sector 

• Primer #1: What Do New Hampshire Families Want for Child Care? 
https://carsey.unh.edu/publication/what-do-new-hampshire-families-want-child-care 

• Brief: Preschool Availability in New Hampshire Public Schools
https://carsey.unh.edu/publication/preschool-availability-new-hampshire-public-schools 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

http://www.nhece.org
https://carsey.unh.edu/publication/granite-guide-early-childhood-introduction-new-hampshires-child-care-sector
https://carsey.unh.edu/publication/granite-guide-early-childhood-introduction-new-hampshires-child-care-sector
https://carsey.unh.edu/publication/what-do-new-hampshire-families-want-child-care
https://carsey.unh.edu/publication/preschool-availability-new-hampshire-public-schools


http://www.nhfpi.org/
mailto:info@nhfpi.org
http://www.nhece.org
mailto:Jessica.Carson@unh.edu
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