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30 Percent of Household Income 
Indicator of Rental Cost Burden

Source: U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban Development  

Incomes Are Generally Lower for 
Renters in New Hampshire

➢ Median Household Income for 
Owner-Occupied Units, 2017: 
$91,456 (+/-$1,903, 90% CI)

➢ Median Household Income for 
Renter-Occupied Units, 2017: 
$41,868 (+/-$2,093, 90% CI)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey

Rents are Higher in the 
Southeastern Counties
➢ Two-Bedroom Apartments, Median 

Rent by County, 2018:
▪ Rockingham:  $1,456
▪ Hillsborough: $1,368
▪ Cheshire: $1,068
▪ Coos: $861

Source: New Hampshire Housing Finance Authority, 2018 New 
Hampshire Residential Rental Cost Survey, June 2018 
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30 Percent of Household Income 
Indicator of Rental Cost Burden

Source: U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban Development  

Incomes Are Generally Lower for 
Renters in Cheshire County

➢ Median Household Income for 
Owner-Occupied Units, 2013-2017: 
$74,675 (+/-$3,013, 90% CI)

➢ Median Household Income for 
Renter-Occupied Units, 2013-2017: 
$33,453 (+/-$2,744, 90% CI)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey
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Median Rent by County

Two-Bedroom Apartments by County, 
Including Utilities, Based on May 2018 
Survey

Source: 2018 New Hampshire Residential Rental Cost Survey, New Hampshire 
Housing Finance Authority, published in Housing Market Report June 2018
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Vacancy Rate by County

Two-Bedroom Apartment Vacancy Rate 
by County, Based on May 2018 Survey

Source: 2018 New Hampshire Residential Rental Cost Survey, New Hampshire 
Housing Finance Authority, published in Housing Market Report June 2018
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Sample Size 
Too Small
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More than 80 percent 
falls into six categories 
(national data):

■ Housing (largest)

■ Food

■ Transportation

■ Health Care

■ Insurance and pensions

■ Entertainment

Source: The Pew Charitable Trusts, The 
Precarious State of Family Balance 
Sheets, January 2015
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Categories included in the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology’s Living Wage 
Calculator:

■ Food

■ Child Care

■ Medical

■ Housing

■ Transportation

■ Other Necessities

■ Taxes

Source: Nadeau, Carey Anne (for Amy 
Glasmeier, Ph.D.), Living Wage Calculator: 
User’s Guide/Technical Notes, 2017 Update

Categories included in the 
Economic Policy Institute’s 
Family Budget Calculator:

■ Food

■ Child Care

■ Health Care

■ Housing

■ Transportation

■ Other Necessities

■ Taxes

Source: Economic Policy Institute, Family 
Budget Calculator
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Resident Income at the Municipal Level

21



New Hampshire Fiscal Policy Institute 22

Municipal Disparities in Fiscal Capacity



New Hampshire Population Distribution, 
Median Ages, and Property Valuations
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County Educational 
Attainment, 2013-2017

Population Ages 25 and Up With an 
Associate's Degree or Higher,
New Hampshire Counties

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2013-2017
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Other National Research

➢ In 2013, bottom quintile of income earners had 
nine days of liquid savings, second quintile had 
15 days of liquid savings (cash/checking/savings)

➢ About 55% of households could not replace one 
month of income in 2013 with liquid savings

Source: The Pew Charitable Trusts, The Precarious State of Family 
Balance Sheets, January 2015

➢ About 53% of households with incomes below 
$25,000 experienced a 25 percent change in 
monthly income in 2014-2015

➢ In 2014, 55% of households reported spending 
as much as they made or more each month

Source: The Pew Charitable Trusts, How Income Volatility Interacts 
With American Families’ Financial Security , March 2017

➢ In a 2009 survey, about 28% of U.S. 
respondents would certainly not be able to come 
up with $2,000 in 30 days, another 22% 
reported probably not able; higher inability for 
low-income households

Source: Lusardi, Schneider, and Tufano, Financially Fragile 
Households: Evidence and Implications, Brookings Papers on 
Economic Activity, Spring 2011
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• NHFPI’s Issue Brief Measuring New Hampshire’s Municipalities: Economic Disparities and 
Fiscal Capacities, August 29, 2018: http://nhfpi.org/research/state-economy/measuring-
new-hampshires-municipalities-economic-disparities-and-fiscal-capacities.html

• Accompanying maps available through NHFPI’s blog post “Interactive Maps of Municipal 
Economic Disparities and Fiscal Capacities,” August 30, 2018: 
http://nhfpi.org/commoncents/interactive-maps-of-municipal-economic-disparities-and-
fiscal-capacities.html

• NHFPI’s Issue Brief New Hampshire’s Economy: Strengths and Constraints, June 4, 2018: 
http://nhfpi.org/research/state-economy/new-hampshires-economy-strengths-and-
constraints.html

• This and other NHFPI presentations: http://nhfpi.org/resources/nhfpi-presentations

For More Information:

http://nhfpi.org/research/state-economy/measuring-new-hampshires-municipalities-economic-disparities-and-fiscal-capacities.html
http://nhfpi.org/commoncents/interactive-maps-of-municipal-economic-disparities-and-fiscal-capacities.html
http://nhfpi.org/research/state-economy/new-hampshires-economy-strengths-and-constraints.html
http://nhfpi.org/resources/nhfpi-presentations
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New Hampshire Fiscal Policy Institute

Address: 64 North Main Street

Concord, NH 03301

Phone: 603-856-8337

Website: www.nhfpi.org

Email: info@nhfpi.org

Twitter: @NHFPI

Facebook: NewHampshireFiscalPolicyInstitute

http://www.nhfpi.org/
mailto:info@nhfpi.org

