New Hampshire’s Numbers:
2016 Census Bureau Estimates for Income, Poverty,
Housing Costs, and Health Insurance Coverage

The United States Census Bureau American Community Survey data released September 2017
provides estimates, based on data collected in surveys conducted throughout 2016, of
New Hampshire’s population characteristics. The survey data provide year-to-year comparisons
of key indicators affecting the lives of Granite Staters.
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household income. About 22.6 percent of Granite State households, or more than one in five, had
incomes less than $35,000, and approximately 20,800 households had less than $10,000.
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2016 data, which
is near to pre-
Recession levels. The poverty rate for those under 18 years old declined from 10.7 percent to 7.9
percent and dropped from 6.1 percent to 4.6 percent relative to the 2015 data. The poverty-level
income threshold used by the Census Bureau for income collected in the 12 months preceding
July 2016 is $12,391 for an individual less than 65 years old and $19,171 for a family of three
with one child. An estimated 94,289 Granite Staters lived in poverty, which is roughly equivalent
to the estimated 2016 populations of Concord, Portsmouth, Laconia, and Lebanon combined.
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Percent of New Hampshire Population Relative to Poverty Status
Measured as a Percentage of the Federal Poverty Level

people live at less o
than half of poverty-
level income, while -
128,975 live at less ®
than 125 percent of o B0
poverty-level income 2, = Under 165 percent
and 251,947 people o £ er 150 pren
live under twice that z

S = Under 100 percent
level. About 12.0 I
percent of people = Undor 50 percant
aged 16 to 64 working -
part_time and 0.9 205 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

percent working full-
time, year-round were

in poverty.

Year of Data Collection

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey
Note: Measured as a percentage of the population for whom poverty status could be determined

Gross Rent as a Percentage of Household Income

NH Renter Households with Less Than $35,000 Per Year in Income
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2016 One-Year Estimates
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Housing

For those households that are renters,
the Census Bureau measures gross rent,
including utilities, as a percentage of
household income. Gross rent exceeded
30 percent of household income, a
common metric for affordability, for 74.5
percent of renter households, or roughly
three out of every four, with less than
$35,000 per year in income. For 44.6
percent of these households, gross rent
totaled more than half of their annual
incomes. For households making less

than $10,000 per year, 65.6 percent, or nearly two out of every three, have gross rents higher

than half of their incomes.

Health Insurance

The percentage of Granite
Staters with health insurance
coverage rose to 94.1 percent,
which is higher than when the
federal Affordable Care Act or
the New Hampshire Health
Protection = Program  were
enacted. Despite improve-
ments, more than one out of
every 20 Granite Staters lacks
health insurance coverage.
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See NHFPI's Common Cents blog for more information, analysis, and resources related to Census
Bureau data, including poverty-related and median household income data.

nhfpl Factsheet

Updated March 19, 2018 2


http://nhfpi.org/commoncents
http://nhfpi.org/commoncents/census-data-show-challenges-with-income-poverty-and-housing-costs.html
http://nhfpi.org/commoncents/understanding-differing-median-household-income-estimates.html

